
Classroom Alive New Zealand 

Classroom Alive aims to explore new ways of learning, reconnect to nature and 

create a thriving community together. Engaging in self-directed studies, each of us 
will bring our own subjects to dive into as well as choose how we want to learn. 

I would like to beg you, dear Sir, as well as I can, to have patience with 
everything unresolved in your heart and to try to love the questions them-
selves as if they were locked rooms or books written in a very foreign lan-
guage. Don't search for the answers, which could not be given to you now, 
because you would not be able to live them. And the point is, to live every-
thing. Live the questions now. Perhaps then, someday far in the future, you 
will gradually, without even noticing it, live your way into the answer. 

  ~ Rainer Maria Rilke, Letters to a Young Poet 

Dates: 1st of February – 30th of April 

Where: New Zealand (South Island) 

Mode: walking and visiting at least one marae



Pillars 

Walking 

Going along with the fast pace of modern society, we are exposed to a constant 
overflow of information. With Classroom Alive we want to slow down, moving as 
fast as our legs can carry us. 

Apart from activating our bodies, walking four hours a day enables conversation 
and thinking with a more natural flow: developing and exchanging ideas, slowly 
weaving together the different threads. We will find ourselves with varying walking 
partners or in solitude as we get into the rhythm. 

Study 

With nature as our classroom and a daily rhythm of studying and walking, we aim 
to bring aliveness into our being and thinking. We all decide what to study our-
selves and will create our own ways of studying, in this way reconnecting to the 
natural joy of learning. Don’t anticipate bringing a suitcase full of books, unless 
you are prepared to carry them! Think about what you want to learn or questions 
you want to focus on. Some may bring a mobile phone or iPad to download rele-
vant information when we are within mobile reach. We intend self-study for up to 4 
hours per day. At least once a week we will create a space where we can share 
what we are learning, ask each other questions about our progress and help each 
other overcome obstacles we might face.  

 “Exploring the world is one of the best ways of exploring the mind and walking 
travels both terrains.” 

 ― Rebecca Solnit, Wanderlust: A History of Walking  



Community 

This journey invites us to deeply and truly meet ourselves, to hear our own inner 
calling, which might be the first step towards answering this call.  Fostering healthy 
relationships with ourselves, others and nature as a whole, we see Classroom Alive 
New Zealand as a laboratory to explore what it means to thrive while creating a 
sustainable culture together.  

Nature 

With Classroom Alive New Zealand, we want to invite a conversation about a 
healthy relationship to nature. To bring awareness to our inherent interdepen-
dence with her. Rather than having an experience of living next to nature, common 
to modern life, we want to experience living as a part of her… 

Being out hiking and camping with whatever weather, we'll come closer to the el-
ements of nature and experience her moods as our own rhythm. The New Zealand 
landscape is known for being spectacular and the weather can be fickle! 



The route 

We will start in the world’s coolest little capital Wellington and take the ferry across 
Cook Strait to Picton on the 1st of February 2019 and walk to Te Awhina Marae o 
Motueka (http://www.tam.org.nz/) in Motueka. We feel very privileged to be invit-
ed to visit this marae. From there on, we have several options for making our way 
southbound. We might be aiming for Bruce Bay or follow the Te Araroa Track to-
ward Te Anau. It is possible that we may be invited by tangata whenua (hosts, in-
digenous people of the land) and head for marae along the West Coast. We aim to 
explore nature as well as the storylines she tells about the people that were/are 
there.  

The core team aims to walk for approximately 3 months until the 30th of April 2019. 
 Our plan is to primarily adhere to the Classroom Alive format (see structure be-
low) as much as terrain and weather allow. We aim to walk an average about 15 km 
per day with one day off per week; less if the terrain is difficult and more if it’s easy 
going. It is possible that certain stretches, due to access to food or weather condi-
tions, require the occasional 8-hour walk instead of two times two hours per day; 
alternatively, weather or circumstances might cause us to stay in one place. When 
we get into a good rhythm, we expect to cover a distance of approximately 1,000 - 
1,200 km. The exact distances and routines will evolve to best meet the needs of 
us all, once we are actually on the journey. Along the route, we will cross a diverse 
landscape ranging from mountainous Alps, farms, coastal stretches traversing na-
tional parks and small to medium towns. 

http://www.tam.org.nz/
http://www.teararoa.org.nz/


Who we are  

Marjan van den Belt 

Classroom Alive New Zealand brings together several of my passions. I love being 
out in nature and the feeling of being a part of nature; it regenerates me from my 
core. I like being in motion. I enjoy hiking and other outdoor activities, such as 
running, kayaking and diving, but have never done a sustained hike for 3 months. I 
can’t wait to adopt the rhythm of hiking every 
day. Sometimes I hike or camp out alone, but I 
prefer to go on hikes with other people.  

I am interested in learning and how we as peo-
ple learn. I have been teaching inquiry-based, 
solution-oriented courses, experiential courses 
in Ecological Economics for about 20 years in 
various countries (USA, South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Costa Rica and New Zealand).  

I take issue with economic growth as an often 
unquestioned paradigm; see TEDx talk on ‘over-
coming addiction to economic growth'. 

I like the social dynamic of expanding ideas and 
creativity. I co-founded a co-housing/eco-village 
in Vermont and raised my two children in one. I 
home/un-schooled as we learned various skills 
such as permaculture-based gardening, beekeeping, keeping goats and making 
cheese and various other skills.  

My kids and I moved to New Zealand in 2009. I was attracted to New Zealand by its 
indigenous Maori culture and have had the profound honor of working with sev-
eral iwi/hapu (tribes/families) as part of my work in academia (Director, Associate 
Professor of Ecological Economics Research New Zealand and Assistant Vice 
Chancellor Sustainability). My kids are now studying and travelling around the 
world. It is time for me to do the same and re-align my whole being for an exciting 
next chapter of my life. 

For me, the Classroom Alive format combines all these passions as a ‘classroom in 
motion with a reflective learning community as a part of nature’. I have several self-
study ideas that I would love to bring in focus during this journey. For example, I’d 
like to focus on video storytelling. I look much forward to campfire chats with fel-
low walkers. 
    “Be the change you want to see” – Gandhi 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNN_C1OoOjE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNN_C1OoOjE


Zinzi Wits 

Graduated as an industrial ecologist, I equally consider myself a dancer, a story-
teller, a philosopher and explorer. Last year I lived in the Swiss alps, where I gained 
valuable mountain experience and could build strength and endurance as I spent 
nearly every free moment in out in nature. 

Rather than defining sustainability in terms of responsibility and control, I am eager 
to investigate how transformation can come from a space of freedom. Creating a 
context for alternative ways of being, aligned with nature, in connection with oth-
ers, with the ultimate objective of living a graceful and fulfilled life, individually and 
collectively. 

“We can truly care for nature and ourselves only if we see ourselves and nature as 
inseparable, only if we love ourselves as a part of nature, only if we believe that 
human beings have a right to the gifts of nature, undestroyed.”  

 
    - Richard Louv in The Nature Principle 



Structure 

Daily life 

We'll have a walking and study rhythm of about four hours a day each. We like to 
adhere to the basic Classroom Alive schedule as several journeys before us have 
reported that this works well. 

6h - 7h Morning practice (optional) 

7h – 7h45 Breakfast 

7h45 – 8h30 Packing 

8h30 – 10h30 Walking 

10h30 – 12h30 Study 

12h30 – 13h30 lunch 

13h30 – 15h30 Study 

15h30 – 17h30 Walking 

17h30 – 18h30 Setting camp 

18h30 – 20h Dinner 

20h- 22h Campfire (optional) 

About once a week we will have a dedicated study check-in. Moving about as a 
group we share about our personal experiences and our experiences of being on 
this journey together. 

We envision that decisions are made using basic ‘sociocracy’. Individuals or groups 
are responsible for particular tasks, which may be rotating. Decisions to be made 
are brought to the group. The group members first ask clarifying questions to en-
sure the scope of the decision is clear. Thereafter we pass or amend the proposal 
until there are no more reasoned and paramount objections. A decision can al-
ways be revisited, if new information is available. We imagine a check-in once a 
day and a substantial meeting once a week. 



Join us 

Is this story resonating with you? We are looking for people who want to join for 
the full 3 months or shorter stretches. You can be an adult of any age to join and 
we would love to become a diverse group in all possible ways! If you want to join 
us for a short stretch, we will make sure you can follow our progress and coordi-
nate a rendez-vous. Classroom Alive New Zealand is completely voluntary and 
community based. You are at all times fully responsible for yourself.  Please don’t 
hesitate to contact us if you have any questions about joining Classroom Alive 
New Zealand.   

 
 

  

vandenbeltmarjan@gmail.com 

zinzi.wits@gmail.com 

mailto:vandenbeltmarjan@gmail.com
mailto:zinzi.wits@gmail.com


What to expect 

Some hiking and camping experience is desirable, so that you have an idea of 
what to expect. Good physical endurance is desirable as we will be following a trail 
that involves easy to more advanced stretches. New Zealand weather is notoriously 
unpredictable and this can be mentally taxing. Compassion toward yourself and 
each other is key. We will bring one emergency location beacon or satellite phone.  
Bring your own equipment; i.e. tent, mat, sleeping bag etc.. Packing lists and 
videos for thru hikes are widely available. We will divide and carry food supplies of 
several days, depending on what stretch we settle for. The idea is to share meals, 
unless you have specific dietary requirements that you are best served to take care 
of yourself. In the national parks, water can often be taken from the rivers, but not 
when we cross farm land.  We will coordinate filtration, UV pen and/or water cook-
ing abilities.  

We will be sleeping in tents, which we carry, or sleep in basic shelters / backcoun-
try huts along the way, for which we will buy passes from the Department of Con-
servation (https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-stay/stay-in-a-
hut/booking-and-paying/backcountry-hut-pass-hut-ticket-terms-and-conditions/ ). 
With some luck, we will be hosted by at least one marae.  

As organizers we have started to create the initial form of the journey. However, 
when you decide to join, you will be actively involved in to co-creation of OUR epic 
journey together.

Costs 

The cost for this journey including food, huts and some fees for parks is currently 
estimated between $4-5,000 for 3 months. This does not include travel, accom-
modation, insurance and equipment.  

https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-stay/stay-in-a-hut/booking-and-paying/backcountry-hut-pass-hut-ticket-terms-and-conditions/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-stay/stay-in-a-hut/booking-and-paying/backcountry-hut-pass-hut-ticket-terms-and-conditions/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-stay/stay-in-a-hut/booking-and-paying/backcountry-hut-pass-hut-ticket-terms-and-conditions/

